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Christ - The Mystery of God

Introduction

God created man in his likeness, His image, and His nature. a righteous person without sin. The
man listened to Satan’s lie choosing to disobey God thus ceasing to be a righteous person and
breaking the intimate relationship he enjoyed with God, his creator. But God had a plan to restore
man to the original state and relationship with HIM.

Thousands of years later, God revealed His plan (The Mystery) to Paul. “...to present to you the
word of God in its fulness — the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but
is now disclosed to the Lord’s people. To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles
to glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” (Colossians 1:26-27)

God began to reveal “His mystery” gradually, beginning with His promise to Abraham, that
through him all people would be blessed. He later told David, a descendant of Jacob; “Your house
and your kingdom will endure forever before me.” (2 Samuel7:16)

Jesus, a descendant of David, was born by the action of the Holy Spirit. He offered His sinless life
to God as the only “atoning sacrifice,” necessary to make restoration possible. God accepted His
offering by raising Him from the grave and thus freeing man from the dominion of Satan. This
sacrifice of Jesus was the plan, the “mystery”, of God to obtain victory over Satan, sin, and death.

Forgiveness of sins was first offered on the Day of Pentecost to all who accept Christ’s call to
repent and seek forgiveness by being buried (baptized) into His death and resurrection to a new
creation in the Kingdom of God. This offer of forgiveness is available TODAY to all who hear and
accept the Gospel message of Jesus, the Mystery of God.

Chapter 1

Promises to The Patriarchs
Creation of Man

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty,
darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.
And God said, ‘Let there be light,” and there was light.” (Genesis 1:1-3)

While John 1:1-3 states, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without
him nothing was made that has been made.”



Comment: The only thing man knows about the beginning is what God has chosen to reveal
to him. Theories of "learned men" are unproven, often contrary to what has been revealed
and many contradict beliefs and theories of other “learned men.”

The last day of creation as recorded in Genesis 1:26-27 is “Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our
image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the
livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” So, God
created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created
them.”

Comment: This creation was different from all His other creations as man was made in God's
likeness, in His image. Man is not an exact copy of God. Man was created flesh and blood while
God is spirit.

Adam and Eve

God put Adam and Eve in the midst of the rest of His creation to rule over and have dominion
over it. He told Adam to work it and take care of it. “And the LORD God commanded the man, ‘You
are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.”” (Gen 2:16-17)

Comment: God gave man the ability to choose. He was told to work by tending the garden and
not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. They were also to replenish the
earth after their kind. Therefore, Adam had a choice, to obey or not to obey.

The Devil took on the form of a serpent to tempt Eve. “When the woman saw that the fruit of the
tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took
some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.” (Genesis
3:6)

Comment: The temptation process: - “each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is
dragged away and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when
it is full-grown, gives birth to death.” (James 1:14-15)

Sin has Consequences

To Eve, the fruit was pleasing to the eye and desirable to make her wise but disobedience has
consequences and, in some situations, sin may not be found out until the judgment when one
faces God. In this case, the consequence was immediate. They were removed from paradise to a
land of toil and pain. God said to the serpent “‘Because you have done this, cursed are you above
all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the
days of your life. And | will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring
and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” To the woma,n he said, ‘I will greatly



increase your pains in childbearing; with pain, you will give birth to children. Your desire will be
for your husband, and he will rule over you.' To Adam he said, ‘Because you listened to your wife
and ate from the tree about which | commanded you, ‘You must not eat of it’, ‘Cursed is the ground
because of you,; ‘through painful toil, you will eat of it all the days of your life. It will produce
thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your brow, you
will eat your food until you return to the ground since from it you were taken; for dust you are and
to dust you will return.”” (Genesis 3:14-19)

Comment: With this sin, both Adam and Eve were separated from God and in need of being
reunited with Him. This reconciliation would require a perfect sacrifice for their sin of
disobedience. That perfect sacrifice is apparently a reference to God becoming human to be
the atoning sacrifice for their sin and all others to come.

Cain and Abel

In Hebrews 11:4 we read that Abel's offering to God was by faith. Now actions of faith are based
upon knowledge and love. So, Abel's action and attitude pleased God whereas Cain's did not. God
said of Cain's offering “if you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what
is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.” (Genesis 4:7)

Comment: Perhaps what Cain offered, or his attitude was unacceptable, or both. He may have
not offered the best he had, he may have offered something not authorized or he offered
exactly what was required but offered out of duty or command not from an attitude of love.
Whatever the situation, God was not pleased and Cain knew why. The consequence of his
actions was the earth would not vyield its fruits for him and he would become a restless
wanderer.

Comment: Adam and Eve’s greatest pain may have been when Cain killed Abel. Sin was present
before the murder as Cain's heart was not pure and godly. Their pain must have increased
when Cain departed becoming a wanderer. (Genesis 6: 1-3, 5-8)

Noah

“By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family.
By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.”
(Hebrews 11:7)

God told Noah what he must do to save the righteous people from perishing in the impending
flood. No doubt these instructions appeared to be unusual but very explicit. Noah may have even
guestioned how a boat made only from one kind of wood exactly so long, wide, and high with
only one window and door could save him and his family. However, he began building
immediately warning others of the consequences of their rebellious and sinful lifestyle. After the



ark was completed Noah and his family entered the ark and God caused the animals that breathed
air to come into the ark. After God closed the door, He opened the fountains of the deep and the
windows of heaven to flood the earth. After days and months, the waters abated. Then Noah, his
family, and the animals came out of the ark.

Noah immediately built an altar, offered a sacrifice, and worshipped God. This offering pleased
God “The Lord smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his heart: ‘Never again will | curse the
ground because of man, even though every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood. Never
again will | destroy all living creatures, as | have done. As long as the earth endures, seedtime and
harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night will never cease.”” (Genesis 8:21-22)
God also gave man some more instructions.

“Everything that lives and moves will be food for you

Just as | gave you the green plants, | now give you everything,

But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.

For your lifeblood I will surely demand an accounting. | will
demand an accounting from every animal. And from each man,
too, | will demand an accounting for the life of his fellow man.

e Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God
has God made man.

e As for you, be fruitful and increase in number; multiply on the earth and increase upon it.”
(Genesis 9:3-7)

“Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them
over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. They have become filled with every
kind of wickedness, evil, greed, and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, and
malice. They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant, and boastful; they invent
ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; they are senseless, faithless, heartless, and ruthless.
Although they know God'’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they
not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.” (Romans
1:28-32)

Comment: Note the parallel in Noah'’s time, the 1%t century, and today’s situation:

a. The people were sinful and we are sinners — Romans 3:23 “for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God.”



b. They were about to die and we may also —John 8:24a “I told you that you would die in
your sins.”

c. Noah was told what to do to save the righteous and so have we - John 8:24b “if you do
not believe that | (Jesus) am (the Christ, the Son of God), you will indeed die in your sins.”

d. All the people of Noah’s time had a choice to make and we also have a choice — 2
Corinthians 6:2b “I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”

Comment: In only six chapters of the first book of the Bible we have seen three situations
where people disobeyed God's commandments, substituting them for their own desires; one
disobeyed because it was pleasing to the eye and something to be desired to make them wise,
one disobeyed by presenting an offering, an act of worship, that was not pleasing to God and
one group disobeyed as the thoughts and intent of their mind was evil continually. God was
displeased in every case, judging their actions against His standard, against His Word. A
righteous God, their creator, established the consequences He considered appropriate for their
action.

Questions
1. Sin occurs when one yields to their evil desires.
" True

" False

2. God’s statement to Cain “if you do what is right” leaves no doubt Cain knew the type(s)
of offering God desired.

" True

" False
3. Noah’s faith in God was displayed by his actions.

 True

" False
4. God allowed people who do not retain the knowledge of Him to

" Have a depraved mind

" Be filled with wickedness

" Be slanderers, insolent, and arrogant

" Become faithless, heartless, and futhless

 All the above

5. All the people of Noah’s time made a choice to continue living wickedly.



T True

" False

Chapter 2

Looking for The Promised Messiah
God’s Promise

Terah became the father of Abram. After becoming an adult, God made a promise to Abram. “The
LORD had said to Abram, 'Leave your country, your people, and your father's household and go to
the land | will show you. | will make you into a great nation and | will bless you; | will make your
name great, and you will be a blessing. | will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you |
will curse; all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”” (Genesis 12:1-3) God changed
Abram's name to Abraham when He established His covenant with him. So, Abraham left his
home and went to Canaan.

Comment: “By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country;
he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he
was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.”
(Hebrews 11:9-10) It should be clear that God's promise to Abraham was to all mankind rather
than to one nation since it would be more than 400 years before Israel became a nation.

Abraham and Sarah, his wife, were childless even though God had promised they would have
many descendants. They became impatient with God to fulfill his promise of a son. Using human
reasoning, they took matters into their own hands. Their impatient action caused great conflicts
later between Ishmael's descendants, Abraham’s firstborn by Sarah's handmaid, and those of
Isaac, Abraham’s and Sarah’s son of promise. God waited until it was physically impossible for
Abraham and Sarah to have a child so when they did have one there would be no doubt that it
was a direct result of God's promise and their faith. (Hebrews 11:11-12)

Abraham became the father of many nations and was known as the father of the faithful, but he
was not without sin. He lied on more than one occasion. When confronted by God he repented
and put his faith and trust in Him. It is through descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that a
savior would come into the world to redeem the obedient faithful.

“When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, 'l am God Almighty;
walk before me and be blameless. | will confirm my covenant between me and you and will greatly
increase your numbers.”” (Genesis 17:1-2)



Comment: The covenant was sealed by Abraham's obedience to God's command to circumcise
all males. This was hundreds of years before the Law was given to Moses. About a year later
Isaac was born and Abraham circumcised him on the eighth day according to the covenant.

Later, when Isaac was older, God commanded Abraham to offer Isaac as a burnt offering sacrifice.
This was a test of Abraham's faith. Abraham reasoned that since God gave him Isaac when it was
physically impossible for him and Sarah to have a son then He could bring Isaac back from the
dead in order to fulfill his promise.

What is so significant about this relationship between God and Abraham? First and foremost, God
requires faithful obedience. Through Abraham's faith God’s promise to provide a way for man to
be reconciled to Him was initiated, a_hint of God’s mystery. It would not be realized until years

later when Jesus of Nazareth, through complete obedient faithfulness, would offer himself as the
atoning sacrifice for man's sins. It was through Isaac, the son of promise, not Ishmael his firstborn,
that the covenant would be continued as Jesus was a descendant of Isaac through David.

It was God’s promise that through Abraham all peoples of the earth would be blessed. Therefore,
there is no way mankind can earn reconciliation. It is a promise and matter of attitude, faith, and
obedience to Jesus, the Christ, His Word, (the Message of Reconciliation). It should not be so
amazing that God blesses the faithful and obedient and disinherits the rebellious disobedient.

Grievous Sin

Because of problems between the herdsmen of Abraham and Lot, his nephew, Abraham allowed
Lot to choose his land and Abraham would take another area. Lot chose the better area near the
city of Sodom. “And the LORD said, 'Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great,
and because their sin is very grave, | will go down now and see whether they have done altogether
according to the outcry against it that has come to Me; and if not, | will know.”” (Genesis 18:20-
21)

Before God sent angels to destroy Sodom, He revealed His plans to Abraham who pleaded with
God to save Sodom because of righteous people living there. But there were so few. So, God's
angels in the form of men appeared at evening entering the city of Sodom. When Lot saw these
visitors, he insisted they enter his house under his protection.

The wickedness of Sodom is clearly seen in the following; “Now before they lay down, the men of
the city, the men of Sodom, both old and young, all the people from every quarter, surrounded the
house. And they called to Lot and said to him, 'Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring
them out to us that we may know them carnally.' So, Lot went out to them through the doorway,
shut the door behind him, and said, "Please, my brethren, do not do so wickedly! ‘See now, | have
two daughters who have not known a man; please, let me bring them out to you, and you may do
to them as you wish; only do nothing to these men, since this is the reason they have come under



the shadow of my roof.' And they said, 'Stand back!' Then they said, 'This one came in to stay here,
and he keeps acting as a judge; now we will deal worse with you than with them.' So, they pressed
hard against the man Lot, and came near to break down the door. But the angels reached out
their hands and pulled Lot into the house with them, and shut the door.” (Genesis 19:4-10)

The angels explained to Lot the purpose of their mission so “When the morning dawned, the
angels urged Lot to hurry, saying, ‘Arise, take your wife and your two daughters who are here, lest
you be consumed in the punishment of the city.
until you arrive there.” The sun had risen upon the earth when Lot entered Zoar. Then the LORD

77

... “Hurry, escape there. For | cannot do anything

rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah from the LORD out of the heavens. So, He
overthrew those cities, all the plain, all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the
ground.” (Genesis 19:15, 23-25)

God removed Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden because of disobedience. God destroyed
by water all people --because of the wickedness of man and the evil intent of his heart-- except
Noah, his family, and selected animals. Then He destroyed Sodom by fire because of grievous
wickedness. It should be evident that disobedience and wickedness are not tolerated by God and
those who practice such will also be destroyed unless they turn from their wickedness and obey
the will of God.

Slavery

God called Abraham while he was living in Ur of the Chaldees to go to a far country. He had no
place to call home; only a promise that his descendants would one day have a home. Abraham's
descendants would ultimately become enslaved by the Egyptians. God delivered the Children of
Israel from slavery through Moses to go to the land of their inheritance, the land where Abraham
had wandered.

Comment: This is very similar to our short stay here on earth amid wickedness being slaves to
sin. God through Christ will deliver man from the slavery of sin to a home in Heaven if man
puts his trust in Christ by obeying His commands and living faithfully to Him.

The Children of Israel’s journey into that far country, Egypt, began with a cowardly act by Jacob's
sons against a younger brother, Joseph, when they sold him to a band of Ishmaelites, descendants
of Abraham's first-born son Ishmael. They sold him as a common slave and then deceived Jacob
into believing Joseph had been killed by a wild animal. Joseph remained faithful to God and God
used him in his plan to create a mighty nation from Abraham's descendants. This nation would
occur after years of slavery in a nation that worshipped man-made gods rather than Almighty
God.

Comment: Do people professing to be God’s people allow Him to use them as Joseph did?



After some four hundred years in Egypt Moses was born. Pharaoh ordered all Hebrew children to
be killed. “By faith Moses' parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw
he was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king's edict.” (Hebrews 11:23)

Moses was found by Pharaoh's daughter who had compassion on him. Moses’ sister summoned
her mother and “Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, 'Take this baby and nurse him for me, and | will
pay you.' So, the woman took the baby and nursed him. When the child grew older, she took him
to Pharaoh's daughter and he became her son. She named him Moses, saying, 'l drew him out of
the water.”” (Exodus 2:9-10)

“By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter.
He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin
for a short time. He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures
of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward. By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's
anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible.” (Hebrews 11:24-27)

Comment: After being trained in all the ways of the Egyptians for forty years, God trained
Moses another forty years as a herdsman before calling him to lead Abraham's descendants
from the bondage of slavery to the land promised long ago to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

Because of these former slaves' lack of faith and obedience, it took forty years before they were
ready to obey and claim their promised land. Even though this land was given to them by God’s
grace they had to fight God's enemies to inhabit it.

Comment: Today mankind is under the bondage of sin. By God'’s grace (the gift of His Son) we
can be freed from the bondage of sin by the blood of Christ. It takes continued obedience and
faithfulness for us to reach Heaven, our promised land, while always fighting the enemies of
God.

Deliverance

At the appropriate time, Moses’ mother took Moses to Pharaoh's daughter. “Moses was educated
in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and was powerful in speech and action. When Moses was forty
years old, he decided to visit his fellow Israelites. He saw one of them being mistreated by an
Egyptian, so he went to his defense and avenged him by killing the Egyptian. Moses thought that
his own people would realize that God was using him to rescue them, but they did not.” (Acts 7:22-
25)

Comment: “l thought” can cause a heap of trouble. Instead of allowing God to guide our paths.

Moses, in fear resulting from his rash action, fled from Pharaoh, going to the land of Midian. He
humbled himself as a shepherd for forty years, after which God was ready for him to deliver the
descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob from the bondage of physical slavery, a symbol of our



slavery to sin. God gave Pharaoh and the Egyptians ten opportunities to choose obedience over
destruction. Pharaoh appeared to recognize God's power but with each passing opportunity, it
was easier for him to refuse. After the death of his firstborn, he told the Israelites to leave. But
he changed his mind and pursued them to bring them back to slavery.

It was at the Red Sea, that the Israelites had to make a choice to obey God or return to slavery. It
was also there that Pharaoh and his army were buried in the waters of the sea. A new nation,
freed from slavery, arose on the other side.

Comment: At the Red Sea Pharaoh thought he could lead his army through the sea like Moses
did. This is also like our flight from sin. At the cross of Christ, we must make a decision, if we
want to bury our sinful master in the waters of baptism in order to arise as a new creation.
Paul stated in Romans 6:3-7 “Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into
death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we
too may live a new life. If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly
also be united with him in his resurrection. For we know that our old self was crucified with him
so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin-
because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.”

The Israelites did not enter into Canaan, their promised land, immediately as their faith was weak.
They rejected the report of Joshua and Caleb who trusted in God. Consequently, the Israelites
wandered in the wilderness, near their promised land, for forty years, never entering the
Promised Land. It wasn't until all males over twenty died (except Joshua and Caleb) that they
would be allowed to enter the Promised Land. God forbade Moses to enter or lead Israel into
Canaan. Instead, it was Joshua, Moses' faithful aide who was chosen to lead them. Once they put
their faith in God and obeyed him, they were allowed to enter their Promised Land.

Comment: While we wander here on earth, we must also be faithfully obedient to God in order
to be reconciled and able to enter our Heavenly Promised Land. How many like Pharaoh
thought they could continue on their journey without God?

Tables of Stone Covenant

God performed many miracles of blessing upon the Israelites, the most prominent being, the
leading thousands of slaves toward a land promised years before to Abraham.

Three months after they departed Egypt and around four hundred years after God's promise to
Abraham the Israelites camped at Sinai. Here God appeared and delivered to Moses His
commandments. “The Lord said to Moses, ‘Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and |
will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and commands I have written for their instruction.””
(Exodus 24:12) We refer to them as the Ten Commandments and they are listed below.



1. “You shall have no other gods before me.

“You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on
the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship
them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the
fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a
thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.:

3. “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone
guiltless who misuses his name.

4. “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your
work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any
work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor
your animals, nor the alien within your gates. For in six days the LORD made the
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day.
Therefore, the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

5. “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your

God is giving you.

“You shall not murder.

“You shall not commit adultery.

“You shall not steal.

© NP

“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

10. “You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or
his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your
neighbor.” (Exodus 20:3-17)

Begin comments on the “Covenant”:

Read the commandments again and notice that they are laws, rules, regulations, things to do,
and things not to do. Did you find any statement of forgiveness or faith? NO! This covenant
was designed to bring man to Christ and make them aware of sin. It was to be replaced by a
new covenant that forgives wickedness.

But God found fault with the people and said: “The time is coming, declares the Lord, when |
will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. It will not be
like the covenant | made with their forefathers when | took them by the hand to lead them out
of Egypt, because they did not remain faithful to my covenant, and | turned away from them,
declares the Lord. 'This is the covenant | will make with the house of Israel after that time,
declares the Lord. | will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. | will be their
God, and they will be my people. No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother,
saying, 'Know the Lord,' because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest.



For | will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more'." "By calling this
covenant 'new,' he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and aging will soon
disappear.” (Hebrews 8:8-13)

When Jesus came, he preached a message of repentance, a message of God's grace and of
faith, love, and reconciliation. His mission was “to do the will of him who sent me and to finish
his work.” (John 4:34)

Jesus opened the way to obtain forgiveness of sin by willingly giving his life as the only atoning
sacrifice for OUR sins, to all who believe in Him and who “wholeheartedly obeyed the form of
teaching to which you were entrusted.” (Romans 6:17)

“But the Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, so that what was promised,
being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe. Before this faith
came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed. So, the law
was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. Now that faith has
come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law.” (Galatians 3:22-25)

“And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made
alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, having wiped out the handwriting
of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the
way, having nailed it to the cross.” (Colossians 2:13-14)

God's love and mercy provided the perfect blood sacrifice in His Son. Christ's death established
the “new covenant”, providing for the forgiveness of sins and freedom from sin to all who
obey the call to repentance and obedience. (Read Hebrews 9:16-28)

“If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself,” you are
doing right. But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers.
For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of
it. For he who said, ‘Do not commit adultery,” also said, ‘Do not murder.’ If you do not commit
adultery but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker. Speak and act as those who
are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, because judgment without mercy will be
shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment!” (James 2:8-13)

End of comments on the “Covenant”
After God's Heart

After being delivered from Egyptian slavery and receiving a land flowing with milk and honey,
Israel was governed by judges that God selected. But the Israelites wanted to be like all the
nations around them. They rejected God and wanted a king. So, God gave them a king; Saul. He
ruled by what the people wanted — rule by opinion — rather than as an obedient servant of God.



Therefore, Samuel, at God's direction, anointed David as king, one who would obey him. Many
times, David had to flee from Saul because Saul was hunting him down like a common criminal
desiring to kill him. Yet, in spite of this David refused to do anything against God's anointed.

After Saul's death, David became king. God said of David: “/ have found David son of Jesse a man
after my own heart; he will do everything | want him to do.” From this man's descendants God

has brought to Israel the Savior Jesus, as he promised.” (Acts 13:22-23)

On one occasion David's men were among the flocks of a very wealthy man named Nabal, and
while there, they dealt honorably with him protecting him, not mistreating his herdsmen or
taking anything that belonged to him. Later David was nearby, his men were hungry and in need
of food so David requested assistance, but Nabal, a surly man known for his mean dealings,
refused David's request in a harsh and disrespectful manner. David became very angry, intending
to kill him, but he repented, allowing God to exercise his judgment.

But not everything was godly in David's life. Instead of going to battle with his army, he remained
at home. There, he saw a lovely woman, lusted for her, and sent for her to satisfy his sexual
pleasure, breaking her marriage covenant - adultery. Learning she was pregnant by him; David
ordered the murder of her husband to cover up his sin. Terrible? Yes! Pleasing to God? No! David
desired fleshly satisfaction and yielded to the temptation. He suffered much for this sin. But when
confronted by Nathan, the messenger from God, he admitted his wickedness, repented and
pleaded for forgiveness. Although forgiven, he still suffered the consequences of his sinful
actions.

Comment: No doubt David’s heartfelt attitude, his remorse, and desire for forgiveness in order
to be reconciled to God is why God would say “/ have found David the son of Jesse, a man after
My own heart, who will do all My will.” (Acts 13:22)

Comment: This is everyone's situation today. We have all sinned, and need the proper attitude
toward our sin to be reconciled to God.

God promised David that one of his descendants would sit on his throne forever, referring to
Jesus, the Christ, whose kingdom will have no end. It was Christ who; without sin, totally obeyed
God, and willingly gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for us, thus fulfilling God's promise to David
and Abraham.

Prophecies about the Messiah and their Fulfilment

God spoke directly to Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob during the era many refer to as
the “Patriarchal Age.” During the establishment of the nation of Israel, God spoke to Moses,
Joshua, and then their judges. While Samuel was the judge, the people rebelled against God’s
leadership by demanding a king. During the reign of the kings, God delivered His message through



men we refer to as “prophets.” All prophets delivered God’s message to the Children of Israel
but not all delivered prophecies about the coming Messiah. Over hundreds of years, more than
50 prophecies are recorded, by many different prophets, all of which were fulfilled in Jesus.

A few prophesies and their New Testament fulfillment are listed below.

Malachi 3:1 “Watch out! I'm sending my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. Then
suddenly the LORD you are looking for will come to his Temple. He is the messenger of the
covenant whom you desire. Watch out! He is coming!” says the LORD of the Heavenly Armies.”

Matthew 2:1-2 “After Jesus had been born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of King Herod,
wise men from the east arrived in Jerusalem and asked, "Where is the one who was born king

of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.”

Genesis 49:10 “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his
feet, until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.”
Luke 3:23 - 38 The genealogy of Jesus is tracing His lineage back through David all the way to
Adam.

Jeremiah 23:5 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when | will raise up for David a
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land.”
Matthew 1:1 This is a record of the life of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of
Abraham.

Isaiah 7:13-14 “And he said, "Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men,
that you weary my God also? Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel (meaning God with us).”

Matthew 1:18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah happened in this way. When his mother
Mary was engaged to Joseph, before they lived together, she was discovered to be pregnant
by the Holy Spirit.

Luke 1:31-33 Hundreds of years later the angel Gabriel told the virgin Mary she would have a
son and “shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most-High.
And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

Micah 5:2 “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from
of old, from ancient days.”



Mathew 2:1-6 “After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod...
King Herod ...called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked
them where the Messiah was to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied.”

Zechariah 9:9 “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold,
your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

Matthew 21:6-7 “And the disciples went, and did even as Jesus appointed them, and brought
the ass, and the colt, and put on them their garments; and he sat thereon.”

Isaiah 53:5 “But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.”

Matthew 27:26 “Then released he unto them Barabbas; but Jesus he scourged and delivered
to be crucified.”

Isaiah 53:7 “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb
that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his
mouth.”

Matthew 27:12-14 “While Jesus was being accused by the high priests and elders, he made
no reply. Then Pilate asked him, "Don't you hear how many charges they're bringing against
you?" But Jesus did not reply at all, so that the governor was very surprised.”

Isaiah 53:9 “And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, although
he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.”

Matthew 27:57-60 “Later that evening, a rich man arrived from Arimathea. His name was

Joseph, and he had become a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of
Jesus, and Pilate ordered it to be done. So, Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean
linen cloth. Then he placed it in his own new tomb, which he had cut out of the rock. After
rolling a large stone across the door of the tomb, he left.”

Question

1. God promised Abram that all people on earth would be blessed through him.

T True

 False
2. Because of disobedience or wickedness, God

" removed Adam and Eve fom their paradise

" destroyed all people except Noah and his family



" destroyed by fire Sodom

T All the above
3. Action based on | thought rather than truth causes a heap of trouble.

T True

T False
4. The covenant given by God through Moses provided for the forgiveness of sins.

T True

T False
5. Prophecies about the Messiah were never fulfilled.

T True

" False

Chapter 3
Christ — The Promise of God

Ever since Adam and Eve sinned, which resulted in their fall from a perfect relationship with God,
man has needed to be reconciled to God. He needed to have his sins washed away and his guilt
removed. At just the perfect time and by the action of the Holy Spirit, God became flesh to dwell
among men. The Holy Spirit performed a miracle allowing Mary to become pregnant without
sexual relations with man. The angel Gabriel announced to Mary and later an angel announced
to Joseph how God would be using them to bring the Messiah, God's anointed one, to earth to
save mankind from their sins. Both were willing to become servants of God regardless of how
people would treat them and their son Jesus or what they would say about them. They only
wanted to obey and be used by God.

“She (Mary) gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. And in the same region there were
shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear.
And the angel said to them, "Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of a great joy that will
be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord.” (Luke 2:7-11)

“At the age of twelve He (Jesus) chose to linger in Jerusalem in the temple to listen to the teachers
and to ask and answer questions. It is uncertain if any of these teachers, years later, were among
the leaders who sought His death. When Joseph and Mary questioned Jesus about His decision to



stay in Jerusalem, He replied” ... ‘How is it that you sought me? Did you not know that | must be
in my Father's house?’” (Luke 2:49)

Upon returning to Nazareth Jesus “.. was obedient to them; and his mother kept all these things
in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with God and man.” (Luke
2:51-52)

John The Baptist’s Announcement

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was
with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made
that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the
darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. There came a man who was sent from God; his
name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men
might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. The true light
that gives light to every man was coming into the world. He was in the world, and though the
world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. ... The Word became flesh and
made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came
from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:1-10, 14)

John preached a baptism for repentance and it was said all Judah came to John to be baptized.
(baptizo, a Greek word meaning immersion). “Now some Pharisees who had been sent
questioned him asking, ‘Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the
Prophet?’ ‘I baptize with water,” John replied, 'but among you stands one you do not know. He is
the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals | am not worthy to untie.”” ... “The next
day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, ‘Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin
of the world! This is the one | meant when | said, A man who comes after me has surpassed me
because he was before me.” | myself did not know him, but the reason | came baptizing with water
was that he might be revealed to Israel.”” (John 1:24-31)

About the age of thirty Jesus left home to begin to accomplish His purpose for leaving Heaven
and coming to Earth as the “Word.”

Jesus - The Beloved Son of God

While John the Baptist was baptizing unto repentance. “Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to
be baptized by John. But John tried to deter him, saying, 'l need to be baptized by you, and do you
come to me?' Jesus replied, 'Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.’
Then John consented." And when Jesus was baptized, he went up immediately from the water,
and behold, the heavens were opened and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and
alighting on him; and lo, a voice from heaven, saying, 'This is my beloved Son, with whom | am
well pleased.” (Matthew 3:13-17)



Comment: This confirmed what John had said prior to Jesus coming to be baptism “Look, the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”

Following His baptism “Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, was led by the Spirit into the desert and where
for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of
them he was hungry.” (Luke 4:1-2) Then the Devil tempted Him in all things like we are tempted:

e Desire for food —the lust of the flesh
e Desire for power — the pride of life
e Desire for things — the lust of the eye,

Jesus faced each challenge and temptation without yielding stating “it is written.” The devil then
left for a more opportune time.

Comment: We need to base our choices and decisions on the will of the Father and on what
“is written”. Therefore, it is imperative for us to be diligent in our study of His words and the
words of the apostles to know what to do to have our sins forgiven and how to live acceptable
before God.

Jesus Begins His Ministry

Jesus left the area where He was tempted and “returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and
news about him spread through the whole countryside. He taught in their synagogues, and
everyone praised him. He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath
day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read. The scroll of the
prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:

‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He
has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release
the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.

‘Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in
the synagogue were fastened on him, and he began by saying to them, ‘Today this scripture is
fulfilled in your hearing.” All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came
from his lips. ‘Isn't this Joseph's son?’ they asked. ... (He continued speaking to them and) all the
people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. They got up, drove him out of the
town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him
down the cliff. But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way.” (Luke 4:14-22, 29-
30)



After a short conversation with the Samaritan woman who came to draw water at Jacob’s well,
the woman said to Jesus “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will
explain everything to us." Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he.” (John 4:7...26)

A short time later Jesus began selecting those He would teach to be his messengers following His
resurrection. At the appropriate time, Jesus would begin proving to all that He was God who had
come to earth to live among men becoming the perfect sacrifice for man's sins. He did this by the
perfect life He lived, and the miracles He performed openly before great crowds. The statements
by John the Baptist, God himself, and the Holy Spirit —who descended upon Jesus like a dove—
also point to Jesus as the perfect sacrifice.

Miracles, Signs, and Wonders

Jesus did not receive any formal training in rabbinical schools. However, people recognized that
he spoke with authority, not like other religious leaders; the rabbis, priests, Pharisees, and
Scribes. To these “learned men” Jesus was very pointed in His remarks calling them hypocrites,
and blind guides as their hearts, minds, and attitudes, were so prideful, arrogant, haughty,
jealous, and willing to stop at nothing to maintain their place in society. They even attributed His
many miracles to the Devil rather than giving glory to God. Matthew records the following about
them in chapter 23: vv.

3 - “For they do not practice what they preach.”

5 - “Everything they do is done for men to see.”

6 - “They love the place of honor at banquets and the most important seats in the synagogues.”
13 - “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites!”

16 - “Woe to you, blind guides!”

33 - “You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape being condemned to hell?”

The Scribes, Pharisees, and other religious leaders tried many ways to trap Jesus in contradictions
but failed. They challenged His authority but failed. (Luke 20 and Mark 12)

John the Baptist told his followers that Jesus was the “Lamb of God.” God announced at Jesus’
baptism that Jesus was his Son and He was well pleased with Him. Christ began telling the Jews
about the Kingdom of God, proving His words with very powerful miracles that no one could deny,
not even His enemies. On two occasions they were performed before thousands of people when
He fed them from only a few pieces of fish and bread. Once He stopped a funeral procession to
bring back to life an only child of a widow. He healed people who had been blind or crippled all
their lives, which everyone in the town knew. Lastly, he went to a cemetery, opened the grave,



and brought back to life a body that was already decaying. All these statements and miracles
proved to the honest and sincere people that Jesus was the Son of God. They believed.

Many people benefited from these miracles. Even those full of envy, jealousy, and covetousness
had to acknowledge that miracles had been performed. The hypocritical religious leaders rejected
him because of their desire for power and prestige. In doing so they even violated their own laws
and traditions which they outwardly professed to uphold. But the religious leaders did not
believe. They wanted "proof”. Proof direct from God in Heaven not the God on earth.

The Gospel of Christ

“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,
which we have looked at and our hands have touched-this we proclaim concerning the Word of
life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life,
which was with the Father and has appeared to us.” (1 John 1:1-2)

It is in Christ that we are reconciled to God for “Jesus answered, ‘| am the way and the truth and
the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”” (John 14:6)

Redemption is found in Christ; therefore, Christ must be the Good News, the Gospel, which is
summed up as follows:

In the beginning was the Word, Jesus, Christ, Anointed One, Messiah.

The Word became flesh and lived among men.

e Christ had no sin.

e Jesus was obedient to the Father’s will, even His death on the cross.

e God resurrected Him from the grave thereby conquering death and freeing man from
Satan’s grip - the direct result of sin.

e The cleansing of sin follows one’s belief in Christ, a change (repentance) from a life of

disobedience, death to sin and burial by immersion in water into Christ’s death to be

raised by God who then put them into Christ’s Kingdom, His church — Body.

His disciples had heard His message, His parables, and explanations and witnessed His miracles.
They had witnessed those raised from the dead, the blind made to see, the deaf to hear, and the
denial of such by their religious leaders. But there were many things they needed to know so
Jesus said “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit
of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only
what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will bring glory to me by taking from
what is mine and making it known to you.” (John 16:12-14)

Therefore, Christ offered to God His earthly body as the atoning sacrifice allowing the Romans

and Jews to crucify Him. He was buried in a borrowed tomb. God accepted His offering by



resurrecting Him from the grave which removed all doubt for many people that Jesus was God
who came to earth in the flesh of man, His creation. This was necessary as men needed to know

they could put their trust in Christ and in His power and authority to forgive sins.

The masses had heard His teachings but did not understand. They were very different from their
traditions. His was a message of Love. As shown in the following scriptures.

Luke 19:10 “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

Matthew 11:28 “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest.”

2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient
toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.”

Acts 4:11-12 “This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become
the cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven
given among men by which we must be saved.”

1 Corinthians 15:3-5 “I delivered to you as of first importance what | also received: that Christ
died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on
the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.”

Romans 6:3-5 “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized (buried or immersed) into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism
into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his,
we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.”

Ephesians 1:6-9 “In him (Christ) we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace which he lavished upon us.”

Before the “Good News” message could become available, an atonement for sins was
necessary. Jesus, who lived a sinless life, would freely give his life as the “blood sacrifice”
required. Therefore, Jesus’ Good News offers mankind a choice to accept or reject God’s offer of
forgiveness and salvation.

Time Has Come for The Atoning Sacrifice

As Jesus was preparing for His atoning sacrifice, He said; “I have told you these things, so that in
me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the
world.” After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 'Father, the time has come.
Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. For you granted him authority over all people that
he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. Now this is eternal life: that they may
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. | have brought you glory on



earth by completing the work you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your presence
with the glory | had with you before the world began. | have revealed you to those whom you gave
me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word.
Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. For | gave them the words
you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that | came from you, and they
believed that you sent me.” ... ‘I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for
they are not of the world any more than | am of the world. My prayer is not that you take them
out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as |
am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, | have
sent them into the world. For them | sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.”” (John
16:33; 17:1-8, 14-19)

Comment: “Sanctify” means — separation from the world — setting apart for God's service.
[Nelson's lllustrated Bible Dictionary]

“When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the
other side there was an olive grove, and he and his disciples went into it. Now Judas, who betrayed
him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his disciples. So, Judas came to the
grove, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and Pharisees.
They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons. Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen
to him, went out and asked them, ‘Who is it you want?’ ‘Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. ’l am he’
Jesus said. ... Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested
Jesus. They bound him and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas,
the high priest that year. ... Meanwhile, the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and
his teaching. ‘| have spoken openly to the world,’ Jesus replied. ‘I always taught in synagogues or
at the temple, where all the Jews come together. | said nothing in secret. Why question me? Ask
those who heard me. Surely they know what | said.” When Jesus said this, one of the officials
nearby struck him in the face. ‘Is this the way you answer the high priest?’ he demanded. ‘If | said
something wrong,’ Jesus replied, ‘testify as to what is wrong. But if | spoke the truth, why did you
strike me?’ Then Annas sent him, still bound, to Caiaphas the high priest. ... Then the Jews led
Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. ... Pilate then went back inside the
palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, ‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ ... ‘Is that your own idea’
Jesus asked, ‘or did others talk to you about me?’ Am | a Jew?’ Pilate replied. ‘It was your people
and your chief priests who handed you over to me. What is it you have done?’ Jesus said, ‘My
kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews.
But now my kingdom is from another place.” ‘You are a king, then!’ said Pilate. Jesus answered,
“You are right in saying | am a king. In fact, for this reason | was born, and for this | came into the
world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”” (John 18:1-5, 12-13, 19-
24, 28, 33-37)



Scourging

He (Pilate) went out again to the Jews and said, “/ find no basis for a charge against him. ... Do
you want me to release 'the king of the Jews'? They shouted back, ‘No, not him!’ ... Then Pilate
took Jesus and had him flogged. The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his
head.” (John 18:38-19:2)

Begin comment on “Scourging”:

Preparations for the scourging (flogging) were carried out when the Prisoner was stripped of
His clothing and His hands tied to a post above His head. It is doubtful the Romans would have
made any attempt to follow the Jewish law in this matter, but the Jews had an ancient law
prohibiting more than forty lashes.

The Roman legionnaire steps forward with the flagrum (or flagellum) in his hand. This is a short
whip consisting of several heavy, leather thongs with two small balls of lead attached near the
ends of each. The heavy whip is brought down with full force again and again across Jesus'
shoulders, back, and legs. At first, the thongs cut through the skin only. Then, as the blows
continue, they cut deeper into the subcutaneous tissues, producing first an oozing of blood
from the capillaries and veins of the skin, and finally spurting arterial bleeding from vessels in
the underlying muscles. The small balls of lead first produce large, deep bruises which are
broken open by subsequent blows. Finally, the skin of the back is hanging in long ribbons and
the entire area is an unrecognizable mass of torn, bleeding tissue. When it is determined by

the centurion in charge that the prisoner is near death, the beating is finally stopped. [from - "A
Physician Testifies About the Crucifixion, Dr. C. Truman Davis. konnections.com/Kcundick/crucifix.html"]
End of comment on “Scourging”

Christ’s Crucifixion - The Atoning Sacrifice

“Finally, Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. So, the soldiers took charge of Jesus.
Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha).
Here they crucified him, and with him two others — one on each side and Jesus in the middle.
Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF
THE JEWS. Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the
city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. The chief priests of the Jews protested
to Pilate, ‘Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,' but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.’
Pilate answered, ‘What | have written, | have written.”” (John 19:16-22)

Begin comments on “Crucifixion”:

The Roman soldiers see a great joke in this provincial Jew claiming to be king. They throw a
robe across His shoulders and place a stick in His hand for a scepter. They still need a crown to



make their travesty complete. Flexible branches covered with long thorns (commonly used in
bundles for firewood) are plaited into the shape of a crown and this is pressed into His scalp.
Again, there is copious bleeding, the scalp being one of the most vascular areas of the body.

After mocking Him and striking Him across the face, the soldiers take the stick from His hand
and strike Him across the head, driving the thorns deeper into His scalp. Finally, they tire of
their sadistic sport and the robe is torn from His back. Already having adhered to the clots of
blood and serum in the wounds, its removal causes excruciating pain just as in the careless
removal of a surgical bandage, and almost as though He were again being whipped the wounds
once more begin to bleed.

In deference to Jewish custom, the Romans return His garments. The heavy patibulum of the
cross is tied across His shoulders, and the procession of the condemned Christ, two thieves,
and the execution detail of Roman soldiers headed by a centurion begins its slow journey along
Via Dolorosa. In spite of His efforts to walk erect, the weight of the heavy wooden beam,
together with the shock produced by copious blood loss, is too much. He stumbles and falls.
The rough wood of the beam gouges into the lacerated skin and muscles of the shoulders. He
tries to rise, but human muscles have been pushed beyond their endurance.

The centurion, anxious to get on with the crucifixion, selects a stalwart North African onlooker,
Simon of Cyrene, to carry the cross. Jesus follows, still bleeding and sweating the cold, clammy
sweat of shock until the 650-yard journey from the fortress Antonia to Golgotha is finally
completed.

Jesus is offered wine mixed with myrrh, a mild analgesic mixture. He refuses to drink. Simon
is ordered to place the patibulum on the ground and Jesus quickly thrown backward with His
shoulders against the wood. The legionnaire feels for the depression at the front of the wrist.
He drives a heavy, square, wrought-iron nail through the wrist and deep into the wood.
Quickly, he moves to the other side and repeats the action being careful not to pull the arms
to tightly, but to allow some flexion and movement. The patibulum is then lifted in place at
the top of the stipes and the titulus reading “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews” is nailed in
place.

The left foot is now pressed backward against the right foot, and with both feet extended, toes
down, a nail is driven through the arch of each, leaving the knees moderately flexed. The
Victim is now crucified. As He slowly sags down with more weight on the nails in the wrists
excruciating pain shoots along the fingers and up the arms to explode in the brain -- the nails
in the wrists are putting pressure on the median nerves. As He pushes Himself upward to avoid
this stretching torment, He places His full weight on the nail through His feet. Again, there is
the searing agony of the nail tearing through the nerves between the metatarsal bones of the
feet.



At this point, as the arms fatigue, great waves of cramps sweep over the muscles, knotting
them in deep, relentless, throbbing pain. With these cramps comes the inability to push
Himself upward. Hanging by his arms, the pectoral muscles are paralyzed and the intercostal
muscles are unable to act. Air can be drawn into the lungs, but cannot be exhaled. Jesus fights
to raise Himself in order to get even one short breath. Finally, carbon dioxide builds up in the
lungs and in the bloodstream and the cramps partially subside. Spasmodically, he is able to
push Himself upward to exhale and bring in the life-giving oxygen. It was undoubtedly during

these periods that He uttered the seven short sentences recorded.  [Adapted from — “A Physician
Testifies About the Crucifixion,” Dr. C. Truman Davis, konnections.com/Kcundick/crucifix.html]
End of comments on “Crucifixion”

“From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land. About the ninth hour
Jesus cried out in a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?’ - which means, ‘My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me?’ ... When Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his
spirit. At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth
shook and the rocks split. The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had
died were raised to life. They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus' resurrection they went into
the holy city and appeared to many people. When the centurion and those with him who were
guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed,
‘Surely he was the Son of God!”” (Matthew 27:45-46, 50-54)

Comment: John adds “Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture
would be fulfilled, Jesus said, ‘| am thirsty.” A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a
sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus'lips. When he
had received the drink, Jesus said, ‘It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his
spirit.” (John 19:28-30)

Comment: The curtain separating the Holy Place from the Most Holy --where God’s presence
was before the Babylon captivity-- was torn from top to bottom allowing every Jew to see and
have access to the Holy of Holies.

Comment: It is significant that the curtain was torn from the top indicating not done by man.

Comment: “But now in Christ Jesus you, all non-Jews, who once were far away have been
brought near through the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made the two
one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the
law with its commandments and regulations.” (Ephesians 2:13-15)

Christ’s Burial

“Because the Jews did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked
Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. The soldiers therefore came and broke



the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. But when
they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one
of the soldiers pierced Jesus' side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. The
man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth,
and he testifies so that you also may believe. These things happened so that the scripture would
be fulfilled: ‘Not one of his bones will be broken,” and, as another scripture says, ‘They will look on
the one they have pierced.”” (John 19:31-37)

“Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus,
but secretly because he feared the Jews. With Pilate's permission, he came and took the body
away. He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night.
Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. Taking Jesus' body,
the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish
burial customs. At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a
new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. ... He rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to
the tomb and went away.” (John 19:38-42; Matthew 27:60)

Christ’s Resurrection

“When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought
spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus' body. Very early on the first day of the week, just
after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb and they asked each other, ‘Who will roll the
stone away from the entrance of the tomb?’ But when they looked up, they saw that the stone,
which was very large, had been rolled away. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man
dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed. ‘Don't be alarmed,” he
said. ‘You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See
the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into
Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.' Trembling and bewildered, the women went
out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.” (Mark 16:1-
8)

Comment: Matthew stated there was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down
from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. (Matthew 28:3)

“But Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and
saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had been, one at the head and the other at
the foot. They asked her, “‘Woman, why are you crying?’ ‘They have taken my Lord away,” she said,
‘and | don't know where they have put him.” At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing
there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. ‘Woman,” he said, ‘why are you crying? Who is it
you are looking for?’ Thinking he was the gardener, she said, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away,
tell me where you have put him, and | will get him.” Jesus said to her, ‘Mary.” She turned toward



him and cried out in Aramaic, ‘Rabboni!” meaning Teacher). Jesus said, ‘Do not hold on to me, for
| have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers (brethren) and tell them, 'l am
returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.' Mary Magdalene went to the
disciples with the news: ‘| have seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to
her.” (John 20:11-18)

“Some of the guards (guarding Jesus’ tomb) went into the city and reported to the chief priests
everything that had happened. When the chief priests had met with the elders and devised a plan,
they gave the soldiers a large sum of money, telling them, ‘You are to say, His disciples came
during the night and stole him away while we were asleep. If this report gets to the governor, we
will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” So, the soldiers took the money and did as they were
instructed.” (Matthew 28:11-15)

“Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from
Jerusalem. They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. As they talked
and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them;
but they were kept from recognizing him. ... (they said) we had hoped that he was the one who
was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. In
addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning but didn't find
his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. ...
He (Jesus) said to them, ‘How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have spoken! Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?’
And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the
Scriptures concerning himself. As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus
acted as if he were going farther. But they urged him strongly, ‘Stay with us, for it is nearly evening;
the day is almost over.” So, he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he
took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. Then their eyes were opened and
they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight.” (Luke 24:13-31)

“On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!” After
he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the
Lord. Again, Jesus said, ‘Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, | am sending you.” And
with that he breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins,
they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”” (John 20:19-23)

“The two that were on the road to Emmaus returned to the eleven in Jerusalem and while they
were talking Jesus stood among them. ... "He said to them, 'This is what | told you while | was still
with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets
and the Psalms.' Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told



them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and
repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. | am going to send you what my Father has
promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”” (Luke 24:38,
44-49)

“A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors
were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!” Then he said to
Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop
doubting and believe.” (John 20:26-27)

Christ, “The Son of the Living God” (Matthew 16:15, 16) said to His disciples that He would create
a group of “called out people” (church) that God would put into a Kingdom which would come
with power during the lifetime of some present.

He was more specific about the time His Kingdom would come when “he said to them, ‘I tell you
the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God
come with power.”” (Mark 9:1)

Comment: Therefore, we see Christ would be establishing his church during the lifetime of
some of his hearers.

Shortly after Jesus told Judas that he would betray Him, He said, ““You are those who have stood
by me in my trials. And | confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, 3°so
that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve
tribes of Israel.”” (Luke 22:28-30)

Comment: Some believe the apostles were put into Christ’s church at this time as He
appointed to them His Kingdom.

“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,
which we have looked at and our hands have touched-this we proclaim concerning the Word of
life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life,
which was with the Father and has appeared to us. We proclaim to you what we have seen and
heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and
with his Son, Jesus Christ.” (1 John 1:1-3)

As He was ready to return to God, the Father, "Jesus came to them and said, 'All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them
to obey everything | have commanded you. Surely, | am with you always, to the very end of the
age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)



“He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. Whoever
believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.”” (Mark
16:15-17)

“In my former book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach until the
day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he
had chosen. After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs
that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom
of God. On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: ‘Do not
leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about.
For John baptized with water, but in a few days, you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” So, when
they met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to
Israel?””

“He said to them: ‘It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” After he said
this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.”

“They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in
white stood beside them. ‘Men of Galilee,” they said, ‘why do you stand here looking into the sky?
This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you
have seen him go into heaven.” Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of
Olives, a Sabbath day's walk from the city. When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room
where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas,
Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James.
They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus,
and with his brothers.” (Acts 1:1-14)

Comment: For the first time following the sin of Adam and Eve, man would soon have a way
opened for them to be reconciled to God.

What Some Secular Writers Wrote About Jesus

Even though it is in the Bible that Jesus is revealed, there is considerable evidence outside the
Bible confirming that Jesus is a historical person, just as the Bible presents him. These external
writings by ancient historians corroborate what the Bible tells about him.

Thallus

Matthew states “They had crucified him ... and sitting down, they kept watch over him there ...
from the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land.” (Matthew 27:35-36; 45-
46)
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Mark put it this way “At the sixth hour darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour.
(Mark 15:33)

Thallus, a Samaritan-born historian who lived and worked in Rome about A.D. 52, was quoted by
Julius Africanus, a Christian chronographer of the late second century. "Thallus, in the third book
of his histories, explains away this darkness as an eclipse of the sun. " Africanus stated his
objection to the report arguing that an eclipse of the sun cannot occur during the full moon, as
was the case when Jesus died at Passover time. The force of the reference to Thallus is that the
circumstances of Jesus' death were known and discussed in the Imperial City as early as the
middle of the first century. The fact of Jesus' crucifixion must have been fairly well known by that
time, to the extent that unbelievers like Thallus thought it necessary to explain the matter of the
darkness as a natural phenomenon. ... Ironically, Thallus' efforts have been turned into the
mainstream of historical proof for Jesus and for the reliability of Mark's account of the darkness
at his death." [F. F. Bruce, “The New Testament Documents,” Eerdmens, p. 113 cited by Edward
C. Wharton, “Christianity: A Clear Case of History” Howard p. 7]

Mara bar-Serapion

A manuscript in the British Museum preserves the text of a letter sent to his son by a Syrian
named Mara Bar-Serapion. Most scholars date it to shortly after 73. AD during the first century.
The father illustrated the folly of persecuting wise men like Socrates, Pythagoras, and the wise
king of the Jews, which the context obviously shows to be Jesus. "What advantage did the
Athenians gain from putting Socrates to death? Famine and plague came upon them as a
judgment for their crime. What advantage did the men of Samos gain from burning Pythagoras?
In a moment their land was covered with sand. What advantage did the Jews gain from executing
their king? It was just after that that their kingdom was abolished. God justly avenged these three
wise men: the Athenians died of hunger; the Samians were overwhelmed by the seas; the Jews,
ruined and driven from their land, live in complete dispersion. ... Nor did the wise King die for
good; he lived on in the teaching which He had given". [British Museum Syriac Mss., F. F. Bruce,
“Jesus and Christian Origins Outside the New Testament”, p. 31. cited by Edward C. Wharton in
his book “Christianity: A Clear Case of History”]

Cornelius Tacitus

A Roman historian living from about AD 50 to AD 100 wrote regarding Nero's fire. "Consequently,
to get rid of the report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a
class hated for their abominations, called Christians by the populace. Christus, from whom the
name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one
of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus." [“The Annals and the Histories,” 15:44. From Britannica Great
Books, Vol. 15, p. 168. cited by Edward C. Wharton in his book “Christianity: A Clear Case of History”]

Plinius Secundus




A Roman governor in AD 112 wrote Emperor Trajan "They (Christians) were in the habit of
meeting on a certain fixed day before it was light, when they sang an anthem to Christ as God
and bound themselves by a solemn oath not to commit any wicked deed ... after which it was
their custom to separate, and then meet again to partake of food, but food of an ordinary kind."
[“Epistles,” 10:96. cited by Edward C. Wharton in his book “Christianity: A Clear Case of History”]

Seutonius

An analyst and court official of the Imperial House during the reign of Hadrian wrote about AD
120 in the Life of Claudius. “As the Jews were making constant disturbances at the instigation of
Chrestus, he (Claudius) expelled them from Rome.” Edward C. Wharton states: “The reason for
the fame of this quotation is due to the fact that Luke, some sixty years earlier, had recorded this
same incident as the reason for the apostle Paul yoking up with a Christian Jewish couple named
Aquila and Priscilla (Acts 18:1-2). Again, the mention of Christ in the historical context is observed
in extra-biblical literature.” [Edward C. Wharton, “Christianity: A Clear Case of History,” Howard p. 11]

Flavius Josephus

Josephus was a first-century Romano-Jewish historian who was born in Jerusalem—then part of
Roman Judea— in AD 33. Josephus has an interesting observation. "And there arose about this
time Jesus, a wise man if indeed we should call him a man; for he was a doer of marvelous deeds,
a teacher of men who receive the truth with pleasure. He won over many Jews and also many
Greeks. This man was the Messiah. And when Pilate had condemned him to the cross at the
instigation of our own leaders, those who had loved him from the first did not cease. For he
appeared to them on the third day alive again, as the prophets had predicted and said many
other wonderful things about him. And even now the race of Christians, so named after him, has
not yet died out. [“Antiquities,” 18,3.3. cited by Edward C. Wharton in his book “Christianity: A
Clear Case of History” Howard p.11]

Early Jewish And Gentile Writers

The following quote from F. F. Bruce summarizes this very clearly. "Whatever else may be
thought of the evidence from early Jewish and Gentile writers...it does at least establish, for those
who refuse the witness of Christian writings, the historical character of Jesus himself. Some
writers may toy with the fancy of a 'Christ-myth,' but they do not do so on the grounds of
historical evidence. The historicity of Christ is as axiomatic (self-evident) for an unbiased historian
as the historicity of Julius Caesar. It is not historians who propagate the 'Christ-myth' theories."
[F. F. Bruce, “The New Testament Documents.” P. 119. cited by Edward C. Wharton in his book
“Christianity: A Clear Case of History”]

Conclusion



Jesus of Nazareth was God’s Mystery. Following Jesus’ temptations by Satan, that rebellious
angel, Jesus began proclaiming His message of forgiveness and salvation. After Jesus’ atoning
sacrifice (crucifixion), His resurrection, and ascension, His message of reconciliation began to be
proclaimed and offered to all men. Everyone who puts their faith, trust and obedience in Him
are reconciled to their Creator and put in Christ's Body, His church.

Questions

1. When Jesus was baptized (immersed) by John
" The heavens were opened
" The Spirit of God descended on Him
" A voice said, "this is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased"

C All the above

" Nothing happened, He only got wet
2. The Devil tempted Jesus by His desire for
" Food

' Power

" Material things
3. Jesus told the Samaritan woman that He was the Messiah
T True

" False
4. Itis through Christ man is reconciled to God.
T True

 False
5. What occurred during Jesus’ arrest and trial?

" Questioned about His taechings

" Struck in the face

C Delivered to Pilate for trial

" Found not guilty

" Flogged

" Proclaimed by Pilate "King of the Jews"

C All of the above
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